2026 “WALKING IN VERSE: AN INTERACTIVE POETRY EVENT” 
AUDITION ANNOUNCEMENT AND CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS

Fort Bend Public Libraries in partnership with The Live Oak Playhouse are pleased to announce the return of “Walking in Verse: An Interactive Poetry Event” celebrating National Poetry Month, on Saturday, April 11, 2026, from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the George Memorial Library, located at 1001 Golfview Drive in Richmond, Texas.

The Live Oak Playhouse will be holding auditions for featured performers for this event on Saturday and Sunday, February 21 and 22, 2026 from 2:00 p.m.– 4:30 p.m., with a callback audition if necessary on Saturday, February 28 from 2:00 p.m.– 4:30 p.m., at the George Memorial Library.  No appointments are required, but please arrive 15 minutes early to fill out paperwork and review audition materials. Headshots and resumes are requested but not required. Auditions will consist of selections from each poet as cold readings, as well as engagement with director Stacy A. Bakri in an informal and improvisational format based on biographic information for each author.  All materials will be provided at the audition, but auditioners are invited and encouraged to read about each author and their work prior to the auditions.  Please contact Artistic Director Stacy A. Bakri at sbakri@liveoakplayhouse.org if you have any questions about this performance or these auditions.

CASTING REQUIREMENTS
· 5 to 7 women and/or 5 to 7 men, all ethnicities, aged late teens to late seventies
· There are no roles for anyone younger than 18 in this production.
· Accents and Languages:  British, West African, American South, Massachusetts (general), Maryland (General), Mid-west United States, New York city (Bronx), French accent/language, Spanish (Mexican) accent/language, Russian accent/language, Italian accent/language
· Improvisational skills and interactive theater experience are a plus.  Performers will be paid a stipend for this event.

FEATURED AUTHORS/CHARACTER SYNOPSES:

Emily Elizabeth Dickinson:  F, Caucasian (American), Late teens to mid-fifties
Born December 10, 1830, Amherst, Massachusetts – Died May 15, 1886, Amherst, Massachusetts, Age 55 years.  
Born into a prominent family with strong ties to its community. Studied at the Amherst Academy then attended the Mount Holyoke Female Seminary.  Lived much of her life in isolation at her family’s home in Amherst.  Considered an eccentric by locals, she developed a penchant for white clothing and was known for her reluctance to greet guests or to leave her bedroom. Dickinson never married, and most of her friendships were based entirely upon correspondence.

Paul Laurence Dunbar:  M, African American, Late teens to late thirties
Born June 27, 1872, Dayton, Ohio – Died February 9, 1906, Dayton, Ohio, Age 33 years. 
American poet, novelist, and short story writer of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Born to parents who had been enslaved in Kentucky before the American Civil War, Dunbar began writing stories and verse when he was a child, publishing his first poems at the age of 16 in a Dayton newspaper, and served as president of his high school's literary society.  He was best known in his lifetime for his dialect work and his use of metaphor and rhetoric. Dunbar became the first African American to support himself financially through his writing. “I know why the caged bird sings” is a line from his poem “Sympathy.”

Magdalena Carmen Frida Kahlo y Calderón:  F, Mexican (Purépecha indigenous), Late teens to early fifties
Born July 6, 1907, Coyoacán, Mexico – Died July 13, 1954, Mexico City, Mexico, Age 47 years.
Mexican painter and author known for her many portraits and works inspired by the nature and artifacts of Mexico.  She sought to define a Mexican identity, Kahlo has been described as a surrealist or magical realist.  She is also known for painting about her experience of chronic pain.  Her 1940 self-portrait titled The Dream (The Bed) holds the record for the most expensive work by a female artist ever auctioned at $54.7 million. 

Christopher “Kit” Marlowe:  M, Caucasian (English), Early twenties to early forties
Born February 26, 1564, Canterbury, Kent, England - Died May 30, 1593, Deptford, Kent, England, Age 39 years.
English playwright, poet, and translator of the Elizabethan era considered to be the foremost dramatist in London in the years just before his mysterious early death. 

Cristina da Pizzano (Christine de Pisan):  F, Caucasian (Medieval Italian born French Woman), Early twenties to mid-sixties
Born September 1364, Venice, Republic of Venice – Died c. 1430, Poissy, Kingdom of France, Age 65-66.
Italian-born French court writer for King Charles VI of France and several French royal dukes, in both prose and poetry.   Christine de Pizan served as a court writer in medieval France after the death of her husband. Christine's patrons included dukes Louis I of Orleans, Philip the Bold of Burgundy, and his son John the Fearless. Considered to be some of the earliest feminist writings, her work includes novels, poetry, and biography, and she also penned literary, historical, philosophical, political, and religious reviews and analyses. Her best known works are The Book of the City of Ladies and The Treasure of the City of Ladies, both prose works written when she worked for John the Fearless of Burgundy. Her books of advice to princesses, princes, and knights remained in print until the 16th century. 

Mother Goose:  F, Any ethnicity or nationality, Late teens to late seventies
A character that originated in children's fiction, as the imaginary author of a collection of French fairy tales and later of English nursery rhymes. Mother Goose's name was identified with English collections of stories and nursery rhymes popularized in the 17th century.

Edgar Allan Poe:  M, Caucasian (American), Early twenties to early fifties
Born January 19, 1809, Boston, Massachusetts - died October 7, 1849, Baltimore, Maryland, Age 40 years.  American writer, poet, editor, and literary critic best known for his works involving mystery and the macabre. Attended the University of Virginia and the United States Military Academy at West Point.  He is widely regarded as one of the central figures of Romanticism and Gothic fiction in the United States, and of early American literature.

Alexander Sergeyevich Pushkin:  M, Mixed Race of Caucasian (Russian) and African, Late teens to late thirties.
Born June 6, 1799, Moscow, Russia – died February 10, 1837, Saint Petersburg, Russia, Age 37 years.
Alexander Pushkin was a Russian poet, playwright, and novelist of the Romantic era.  He is considered by many to be the greatest Russian poet, as well as the founder of modern Russian literature.  His father, Sergey Lvovich Pushkin, belonged to an old noble family. One of his maternal great-grandfathers was Abram Petrovich Gannibal, a nobleman and military general of African origin was raised in the Emperor's court household as his godson. He published his first poem at the age of 15 and after graduating from university recited his controversial poem "Ode to Liberty", leading to his exile by Emperor Alexander I and being placed under strict surveillance by the Emperor's political police.  Pushkin was fatally wounded in a duel with his wife's alleged lover (her sister's husband), Georges-Charles de Heeckeren d'Anthès, a French officer serving with the Russian Chevalier Guard Regiment.  Among his best-known works are “Eugene Onegin” and “The Bronze Horseman.”

William Shakespeare:  M, Caucasian (English), Early twenties to late fifties
Born April 1564, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, England - Died 23 April 1616, Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, England, Age 51-52 years. English playwright, poet and actor widely regarded as the greatest and most influential writer in the English language and the world's pre-eminent dramatist. 

Henry David Thoreau:  M, Caucasian (American), late teens to late forties
Born July 12, 1817, Concord, Massachusetts – Died May 6, 1862, Concord, Massachusetts, Aged 44.
Thoreau was an American naturalist, abolitionist, essayist, poet, and philosopher who was a lead transcendentalist.  He is best known for his book Walden, a reflection upon simple living in natural surroundings, and his essay "Civil Disobedience" an argument in favor of citizen disobedience against an unjust state.  Thoreau's books, articles, essays, journals, and poetry amount to more than 20 volumes and among his lasting contributions are his writings on natural history and philosophy, in which he anticipated the methods and findings of ecology and environmental history which influenced modern-day environmentalism.

Phillis Wheatley:  F, African (West African and American), Late teens to early thirties
Born c. 1753 Western Africa - Died December 5, 1784, Boston, MA; Age approximately 31 years.  Kidnapped and sold into slavery at the age of seven or eight and transported to North America where she was purchased by the Wheatley family of Boston.  Considered the first African American author of a published book of poetry.

For more information about The Live Oak Playhouse, please visit www.liveoakplayhouse.org
####
The Live Oak Playhouse is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. EIN: 84-1922433.  
All contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed.
We do not share donor information with any other organization. 
We would love to hear from you! Contact us:  info@liveoakplayhouse.org

