
Sec. 102.004.  STANDING FOR GRANDPARENT OR OTHER PERSON.  (a)  In 

addition to the general standing to file suit provided by Section 102.003, a 

grandparent, or another relative of the child related within the third degree 

by consanguinity, may file an original suit requesting managing 

conservatorship if there is satisfactory proof to the court that: 

(1)  the order requested is necessary because the child's 

present circumstances would significantly impair the child's physical health 

or emotional development; or 

(2)  both parents, the surviving parent, or the managing 

conservator or custodian either filed the petition or consented to the suit. 

(b)  An original suit requesting possessory conservatorship may not be 

filed by a grandparent or other person.  However, the court may grant a 

grandparent or other person, subject to the requirements of Subsection (b-1) 

if applicable, deemed by the court to have had substantial past contact with 

the child leave to intervene in a pending suit filed by a person authorized 

to do so under this chapter if there is satisfactory proof to the court that 

appointment of a parent as a sole managing conservator or both parents as 

joint managing conservators would significantly impair the child's physical 

health or emotional development. 

(b-1)  A foster parent may only be granted leave to intervene under 

Subsection (b) if the foster parent would have standing to file an original 

suit as provided by Section 102.003(a)(12). 

(c)  Possession of or access to a child by a grandparent is governed 

by the standards established by Chapter 153. 

 

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 20, Sec. 1, eff. April 20, 1995.  Amended 

by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 1048, Sec. 2, eff. June 18, 1999. 

Amended by:  

Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 916 (H.B. 260), Sec. 3, eff. June 18, 2005. 

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1406 (S.B. 758), Sec. 2, eff. 

September 1, 2007. 

Acts 2017, 85th Leg., R.S., Ch. 341 (H.B. 1410), Sec. 1, eff. 

September 1, 2017. 

 

 

Sec. 102.0045.  STANDING FOR SIBLING.  (a)  The sibling of a child may 

file an original suit requesting access to the child as provided by Section 

153.551 if the sibling is at least 18 years of age. 
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(a-1)  The sibling of a child who is separated from the sibling as the 

result of an action by the Department of Family and Protective Services may 

file an original suit as provided by Section 153.551 requesting access to the 

child, regardless of the age of the sibling.  A court shall expedite a suit 

filed under this subsection. 

(b)  Access to a child by a sibling of the child is governed by the 

standards established by Section 153.551. 

 

Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 1191 (H.B. 270), Sec. 1, eff. September 1, 

2005. 

Amended by:  

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1113 (H.B. 1012), Sec. 1, eff. 

September 1, 2009. 

Acts 2015, 84th Leg., R.S., Ch. 744 (H.B. 1781), Sec. 1, eff. 

September 1, 2015. 

 

 

Sec. 102.005.  STANDING TO REQUEST TERMINATION AND ADOPTION.  An 

original suit requesting only an adoption or for termination of the parent-

child relationship joined with a petition for adoption may be filed by: 

(1)  a stepparent of the child; 

(2)  an adult who, as the result of a placement for adoption, 

has had actual possession and control of the child at any time during the 30-

day period preceding the filing of the petition; 

(3)  an adult who has had actual possession and control of the 

child for not less than two months during the three-month period preceding 

the filing of the petition; 

(4)  an adult who has adopted, or is the foster parent of and 

has petitioned to adopt, a sibling of the child; or 

(5)  another adult whom the court determines to have had 

substantial past contact with the child sufficient to warrant standing to do 

so. 

 

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 20, Sec. 1, eff. April 20, 1995. 

Amended by:  
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Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1406 (S.B. 758), Sec. 3(a), eff. 

September 1, 2007. 

 

http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/80R/billtext/html/SB00758F.HTM

